
 

 

SILVERSTONE PREPARATIONS BEGIN FOR TOYOTA GAZOO RACING  
Friday 15 April 2016 
 
TOYOTA GAZOO Racing put the all-new TS050 HYBRID car through its paces today in 
the first two practice sessions for the 6 Hours of Silverstone, the opening round of the 
2016 FIA World Endurance Championship. 
 
The #5 car of Anthony Davidson, Sébastien Buemi and Kazuki Nakajima set the sixth 
fastest lap of the day. Kamui Kobayashi is making his TOYOTA debut in WEC this 
weekend and, alongside his #6 colleagues Stéphane Sarrazin and Mike Conway, was 
fourth quickest. 
 
The day was overshadowed by sad news from Japan, where earthquakes in the 
Kumamoto Prefecture caused loss of life and destruction. TOYOTA GAZOO Racing 
sends its profound sympathy and good wishes to all those affected. 
 
When track action began at lunchtime, the British weather gave all teams an 
additional challenge. First practice began on a damp track after persistent morning 
showers, while air temperatures of just 9°C meant the track took time to dry.  
 
After a quiet opening half hour as the conditions slowly improved, a busy schedule of 
set-up comparisons and tyre analysis began. As well as those standard Friday tasks, 
today’s sessions provided more valuable running time for the team to further 
understand and fine-tune the all-new TS050 HYBRID. 
 
Low temperatures continued into second practice but the track remained dry until the 
final few minutes, allowing both cars to complete a productive 90 minutes’ work.  
 
Despite a 7.5% reduction of fuel energy for 2016, the efficient TOYOTA HYBRID 
System - Racing powertrain helped the TS050 HYBRIDs to improve on the lap times 
set at this stage of the event last year. 
 
The fastest lap from a TOYOTA was 1min 41.523, 1.226secs quicker than the team’s 
best effort on Friday last year. At the end of three hours of practice, the two TS050 
HYBRIDs completed a total of 129 laps, 761km.  
 
Tomorrow’s qualifying session is the first truly competitive action of the season and 
the team is in good spirits, confident it can give itself a strong platform on which to 
fight to maintain its run of podium finishes at Silverstone. 
 
TS050 HYBRID #5 (Anthony Davidson, Sébastien Buemi, Kazuki Nakajima) 
Free practice 1: 3rd (1min 43.765secs), 29 laps  
Free practice 2: 6th (1min 42.963secs), 33 laps 
 
Anthony Davidson: “It’s good to be back in the car at Silverstone; it’s a great 
track and I enjoy every lap that I do around here. Today we had limited running in 
the dry so we focused on race preparations and maximised the set-up tuning. We 
got through all specs of tyres and improved our understanding of the car balance. 
Tonight is going to be a busy one as we work through all the data; there is a lot 
more to come.”   
 
Sébastien Buemi: “It was a mixed-up day weather-wise like normal here at 
Silverstone. We couldn’t do so many dry laps but that’s the same for everyone. Like 
always we will try to analyse the data and prepare the best car for tomorrow. We will 
change quite a lot for qualifying. We still don’t have a clear idea where we stand 



 

 

compared to the competition as we didn’t focus purely on lap times. Tomorrow 
evening at this time we will have a better idea.”  
 
Kazuki Nakajima: “Today’s practice went reasonably well despite the weather this 
morning and we did a lot of work which will help us during the rest of the weekend. 
It’s always a pleasure to drive an LMP1 car here at Silverstone and I particularly 
enjoyed my first flying laps here with the TS050 HYBRID. Now we will work hard to 
find improvements before qualifying.” 
 
TS050 HYBRID #6 (Stéphane Sarrazin, Mike Conway, Kamui Kobayashi) 
Free practice 1: 5th (1min 45.936secs), 26 laps  
Free practice 2: 4th (1min 41.523secs), 41 laps 
  
Stéphane Sarrazin: “The car looks good and it’s the first race for our TS050 HYBRID 
so we are excited. It’s great to be back at a race weekend; testing is good but we are 
all waiting for the first race. We worked quite well today in both sessions although the 
weather was not so easy and we had to try all the different tyres. We can still improve 
a lot but we have a good basis.”  
 
Mike Conway: “It was good to get a dry session this afternoon after the rain this 
morning. We didn’t run low fuel so I think there is more to come from our car in terms 
of lap times. Porsche looks quick so it will be interesting to see who comes out on top 
in qualifying. I think we are okay but it’s so hard to tell. I’m looking forward to finding 
out over the weekend.”  
 
Kamui Kobayashi: “It was typical Silverstone weather; it was not a surprise that we 
had a bit of rain. But it was my first time to drive with the TS050 HYBRID at 
Silverstone, which is a really fun track, and I enjoyed that. I am happy to be here and 
I think we are making good progress. We have the potential to improve the car so 
let’s see tomorrow what we can do.”  
 
Free practice 1 results:  
1st  #1 Porsche (Bernhard/Webber/Hartley) 1min 42.182secs  41 laps 
2nd  #2 Porsche (Dumas/Jani/ Lieb)   +0.814secs   43 laps 
3rd #5 TOYOTA GAZOO Racing    +1.583secs   29 laps 
4th  #8 Audi (di Grassi/Duval/Jarvis)  +1.735secs  35 laps 
5th #6 TOYOTA GAZOO Racing   +3.754secs   26 laps 
6th #7 Audi (Fässler/Lotterer/Tréluyer)  +4.314secs   27 laps 
 
Free practice 2 results:  
1st  #1 Porsche (Bernhard/Webber/Hartley) 1min 39.655secs  35 laps 
2nd  #2 Porsche (Dumas/Jani/ Lieb)   +1.689secs   21 laps 
3rd #8 Audi (di Grassi/Duval/Jarvis)  +1.799secs  42 laps 
4th  #6 TOYOTA GAZOO Racing   +1.868secs   41 laps 
5th #7 Audi (Fässler/Lotterer/Tréluyer)  +2.023secs   41 laps 
6th #5 TOYOTA GAZOO Racing    +3.308secs   33 laps 
 
A German translation of this press release is available on www.toyotahybridracing.com. 
High-resolution copyright-free photos are available for editorial use at www.toyota-
motorsport-photos.com. 
 
About TOYOTA GAZOO Racing in the World Endurance Championship: 
TOYOTA first competed in the World Endurance Championship (WEC) in 1983, 
marking the start of a long period of participation in endurance racing. Since 1985, 
TOYOTA cars have raced in 17 Le Mans 24 Hours races, achieving a best result of 
second place on four occasions (1992, 1994, 1999 and 2013). TOYOTA entered the 



 

 

revived WEC in 2012, combining the expertise from TOYOTA Higashi-Fuji Technical 
Centre, where the hybrid powertrain is developed, with TOYOTA Motorsport GmbH’s 
support and facilities for chassis development. The multi-national team is based in 
Cologne, Germany and includes engineers from TOYOTA’s motorsport and hybrid 
department, who deliver technology and know-how back into road car development. 
Since 2012, TOYOTA has earned nine pole positions and won 10 races, finishing on 
the podium a total of 25 times. In 2014, the team won the drivers’ and 
manufacturers’ World Championships with the TS040 HYBRID while a year later 
TOYOTA celebrated 30 years since its first Le Mans entry. TOYOTA Motorsport 
GmbH combines its role in the WEC project with its other activities, such as the 
supply of a World Rally Championship engine for TOYOTA’s return to the category in 
2017, as well as its engineering services business and customer motorsport activities. 
www.toyota-motorsport.com / www.facebook.com/toyotamotorsport / 
@Toyota_Hybrid 
 
Media contact: Alastair Moffitt, Marketing & Communications Manager: 
alastair.moffitt@toyota-motorsport.com 
 


