
 

 

FUJI FRUSTRATION FOR TOYOTA GAZOO RACING  
Saturday 14 October 2017 
 
TOYOTA GAZOO Racing frustratingly missed a home pole position during an unfortunate 
qualifying for the 6 Hours of Fuji, the seventh round of the 2017 FIA World Endurance 
Championship (WEC). 
 
The #8 TS050 HYBRID of Sébastien Buemi, Anthony Davidson and Kazuki Nakajima 
showed the speed to earn pole but were twice delayed by traffic and finished third fastest, 
0.195secs away from the leading Porsche #2. 
 
Mike Conway, Kamui Kobayashi and José María López in the #7 TS050 HYBRID suffered 
a difficult session on the wet track and will start fourth. 
 
All three practice sessions had already been disrupted by wet weather, with Friday’s 
second practice particularly affected. That meant the team began qualifying having 
completed only around half the expected number of practice laps. 
 
Rain started to fall a few minutes before the start of qualifying so both José and Kazuki 
used wet Michelin tyres for their flying laps. Kazuki in the #8 was delayed by another car 
so he narrowly missed the fastest time while the #7 struggled for pace. 
 
With pole position still up for grabs Sébastien lost time when held up by a Porsche, at the 
beginning of his lap. He stayed out and valiantly tried to improve his position but the 
tyres were past their best and he ended up third.  
 
Despite the disappointing result, the pace of the #8 car offers encouragement that 
TOYOTA can challenge for a fifth victory at Fuji Speedway on Sunday. 
 
TS050 HYBRID #7 (Mike Conway, Kamui Kobayashi, José María López) 
Free practice 3: 4th (1min 36.881secs), 28 laps  
Qualifying: 4th (1min 36.630secs average) 
 
Kamui Kobayashi (TS050 HYBRID #7): “It wasn’t a great qualifying for us; we 
expected a lot better. Since the morning we have been struggling with the car so we 
need to find the issue and improve it for the race. It’s a bit strange; we need to work out 
what happened.”  
 
José María López (TS050 HYBRID #7): “I thought I did a good lap but we were off 
the pace. We changed the tyre spec for Kamui but he only improved a bit so we need to 
find the problem and solve it for tomorrow. I’m not worried about starting fourth as long 
as the car is strong for the race but it’s disappointing to see the gap to the sister car.”  
 
TS050 HYBRID #8 (Sébastien Buemi, Anthony Davidson, Kazuki Nakajima) 
Free practice 3: 1st (1min 35.414secs), 28 laps  
Qualifying: 3rd (1min 35.355secs average) 
 
Sébastien Buemi (TS050 HYBRID #8): “It’s really a pity because we had the pace to 
go for pole. Unfortunately I had traffic with the Porsche on the first lap when the tyres 
were at their best and because of that we couldn’t challenge for pole. I think we had the 
fastest car today but couldn’t show it, so I’m disappointed. But I’m looking forward to 
tomorrow because I’m sure we’ll be in the fight.”  
 
Kazuki Nakajima (TS050 HYBRID #8): “It was a close session. Like Sébastien, I had 
traffic on my lap which cost me time and at the end of the day it kept us off the front 
row. It’s a pity because I think we could have got pole position but that’s life. We will try 
our best tomorrow to give our home fans the win we are all fighting for.”  



 

 

 
Free practice 3 results:  
1st  #8 TOYOTA GAZOO Racing   1min 35.414secs  28 laps 
2nd  #2 Porsche (Bernhard/Bamber/Hartley)  +0.850secs   26 laps 
3rd #1 Porsche (Jani/Lotterer/Tandy)  +0.973secs   31 laps 
4th  #7 TOYOTA GAZOO Racing   +1.467secs  28 laps 
5th  #37 Jackie Chan (Cheng/Brundle/Gommendy) +8.331secs  28 laps 
6th #13 Rebellion (Beche/Heinemeier Hansson/Piquet)+8.333secs  28 laps 
 
Qualifying results:  
1st  #2 Porsche (Bernhard/Bamber/Hartley)   1min 35.160secs   
2nd  #1 Porsche (Jani/Lotterer/Tandy)   +0.071secs    
3rd #8 TOYOTA GAZOO Racing    +0.195secs    
4th  #7 TOYOTA GAZOO Racing    +1.470secs   
5th  #13 Rebellion (Beche/Heinemeier Hansson/Piquet) +9.036secs   
6th #31 Rebellion (Canal/Prost/Senna)   +9.765secs 
 
A German translation of this press release is available on www.RacingByTMG.com. High-
resolution copyright-free photos are available for editorial use at www.toyota-motorsport-
photos.com. 
 
About TOYOTA GAZOO Racing in the World Endurance Championship: 
TOYOTA first competed in the World Endurance Championship (WEC) in 1983, marking 
the start of a long period of participation in endurance racing. Since 1985, TOYOTA cars 
have raced in 19 Le Mans 24 Hours races, achieving a best result of second place on 
five occasions. TOYOTA entered the revived WEC in 2012, combining the expertise from 
TOYOTA Higashi-Fuji Technical Centre, where the hybrid powertrain is developed, with 
TOYOTA Motorsport GmbH’s support and facilities for chassis development. The multi-
national team includes engineers from TOYOTA’s motorsport and hybrid department, 
who deliver technology and know-how back into road car development. Since 2012, 
TOYOTA has earned 13 pole positions and won 13 races, finishing on the podium a total 
of 37 times. In 2014, the team won the drivers’ and manufacturers’ World 
Championships with the TS040 HYBRID while a year later TOYOTA celebrated 30 years 
since its first Le Mans entry.  
 
Media contact: Alastair Moffitt, Marketing & Communications Manager: 
alastair.moffitt@toyota-motorsport.com 
 
 
 


