
 

 

RING RETURN FOR TOYOTA GAZOO RACING 
Monday 18 July 2016 
 
TOYOTA GAZOO Racing returns to action just a month after its heartbreaking Le Mans 
24 Hours, determined to respond with a strong result in the 6 Hours of Nürburgring, 
the fourth round of the 2016 FIA World Endurance Championship (WEC). 
 
Victory for the #5 car was taken away due to a mechanical failure just minutes before 
the chequered flag at Le Mans, after the TS050 HYBRIDs showed themselves capable 
of beating rivals Audi and Porsche. 
 
This weekend’s race, just an hour’s drive away from the team base in Cologne, 
presents the perfect opportunity to prove that point again, and push memories of Le 
Mans into the distance by challenging for victory. 
 
The #5 crew of Anthony Davidson, Sébastien Buemi and Kazuki Nakajima have 
suffered misfortune in all three races so far in 2016. The standings do not reflect their 
competitive performances and the target is to reach the podium on Sunday. 
 
Stéphane Sarrazin, Mike Conway and Kamui Kobayashi, in the #6 TS050 HYBRID, 
finished second at Le Mans to stay in contention for the drivers’ World Championship 
and, like their sister car, they aim for a first win of the season.  
 
A different TS050 HYBRID is in action this weekend, compared to the low-downforce 
version used so effectively at Le Mans. Due to the Nürburgring’s shorter and tighter 
character, an ultra-high-downforce aerodynamic package will make its debut. 
  
Updated front and rear bodywork has been developed in the wind tunnels at TOYOTA 
Motorsport GmbH in Cologne to generate additional downforce at the cost of top 
speed, a combination which is better suited to the demands of the upcoming WEC 
circuits. 
 
When practice begins on Friday, the team’s priority will be to analyse the new package 
and fine-tune it for the 5.137 km Nürburgring Grand Prix track, which this year reverts 
to the tighter, Formula 1-specification Veedol Chicane. 
 
Toshio Sato, Team President: “We want to put our Le Mans disappointment behind 
us, but first I would like to express my sincere thanks to all the fans, rivals and friends 
who sent us such touching messages of support over the last weeks. We will not 
forget this. As a motorsport team, we want to race again and we do so with even 
more motivation and team spirit; the Nürburgring race is a great opportunity for us. It 
is also a home race which means we will have the support of plenty of our colleagues 
from Cologne. Last year there was a great crowd, so I hope we will again have packed 
grandstands and I am sure we can fight for the win.” 
 
Anthony Davidson (TS050 HYBRID #5): “After putting the heartache of Le Mans 
behind me, I am definitely more fired up than ever to get back behind the wheel of 
our TS050 HYBRID. Nürburgring is a circuit I really enjoy and hopefully the car will be 
as competitive as it was in the last two races. It would also be a nice boost for the 
team to be able to win so close to home. Having so many colleagues from Cologne 
visiting us at the track makes this a really special race for us. The great atmosphere 
and team spirit makes me even more eager to go racing this weekend.” 
 
Sébastien Buemi (TS050 HYBRID #5): “I’m very much looking forward to the 
Nürburgring; it’s good that it is pretty close to Le Mans and we can go back racing. I 
think we will be able to fight again for the win. We need to look positively on the first 



 

 

part of the season. Out of the three races we were leading two of those until very late 
so I’m very confident that we will have a good performance level at Nürburgring as 
well. We all know how hard Le Mans was but this is behind us and it’s time to look to 
the rest of the season. We definitely want to win our first race of the year.” 
 
Kazuki Nakajima (TS050 HYBRID #5): “I’m pleased to be racing again quite 
soon after Le Mans. In previous years, WEC had a long summer break but it’s only a 
month since Le Mans which is perfect for us. We showed at Le Mans that we have a 
really strong car so we should be in the fight again this weekend. I know we have a 
lot of colleagues from Cologne visiting this race so I am really motivated to give them 
a good result, especially after what happened at Le Mans. Like everyone in the team, 
they are working really hard so this is a great chance for us to repay them.” 
 
Stéphane Sarrazin (TS050 HYBRID #6): “In Le Mans we did an amazing job and 
we could show the big improvement of our car compared to last year. And that’s the 
most important point for us right now; we are back in the fight. Now our target is to 
win races and fight for the World Championship. I’m looking forward to Nürburgring 
and I think it’s good that we don’t have such a big break after Le Mans; I want to get 
back on the track as soon as possible. I like the Nürburgring track a lot and we have a 
competitive car so I’m fully motivated for this weekend and ready to fight.” 
 
Mike Conway (TS050 HYBRID #6): “Nürburgring is a cool track so I’m really 
looking forward to the race. It will be interesting to see who will have the right 
package there as it is a high downforce circuit so we will come with revised 
aerodynamics. Hopefully we can continue our strong pace from Le Mans. With our car 
we are still in the fight for the championship, hopefully we can keep scoring solid 
points and catch up. The atmosphere last year at Nürburgring was great and I’m 
hoping to again see a lot of our fans and colleagues, as it is one of our home races.” 
  
Kamui Kobayashi (TS050 HYBRID #6): “I have not raced at the Nürburgring for 
a few years now, but I had some good results there in single-seaters so I’m looking 
forward to driving an LMP1 car on this track for the first time. I think we have a very 
strong car; my target is to race at the front and hopefully stand on top step of the 
podium. We have a different car now, with more downforce, so we have to work hard 
to get the best performance from it. The team did that really well with our Le Mans 
package so I am confident we can do that again.” 
 
TOYOTA GAZOO Racing in 6 Hours of Nürburgring: 
2015 #1: Qualifying 5th; Race 5th. #2: Qualifying 6th; Race 6th. 
 
A German translation of this press release is available on www.toyotahybridracing.com. 
High-resolution copyright-free photos are available for editorial use at www.toyota-
motorsport-photos.com. 
 
About TOYOTA GAZOO Racing in the World Endurance Championship: 
TOYOTA first competed in the World Endurance Championship (WEC) in 1983, 
marking the start of a long period of participation in endurance racing. Since 1985 
and including the 2016 edition, TOYOTA cars have raced in 18 Le Mans 24 Hours 
races, achieving a best result of second place on five occasions (1992, 1994, 1999, 
2013 and 2016). TOYOTA entered the revived WEC in 2012, combining the expertise 
from TOYOTA Higashi-Fuji Technical Centre, where the hybrid powertrain is 
developed, with TOYOTA Motorsport GmbH’s support and facilities for chassis 
development. The multi-national team is based in Cologne, Germany and includes 
engineers from TOYOTA’s motorsport and hybrid department, who deliver 
technology and know-how back into road car development. Since 2012, TOYOTA has 
earned 10 pole positions and won 10 races, finishing on the podium a total of 25 



 

 

times. In 2014, the team won the drivers’ and manufacturers’ World Championships 
with the TS040 HYBRID while a year later TOYOTA celebrated 30 years since its first 
Le Mans entry. TOYOTA Motorsport GmbH combines its role in the WEC project with 
its other activities, such as the supply of a World Rally Championship engine for 
TOYOTA’s return to the category in 2017, as well as its engineering services 
business and customer motorsport activities. 
www.toyota-motorsport.com / www.facebook.com/toyotamotorsport / 
@Toyota_Hybrid 
 
Media contact: Alastair Moffitt, Marketing & Communications Manager: 
alastair.moffitt@toyota-motorsport.com 


