
The incredible new 
Toyota iQ.
Tomorrow’s four-seat compact car - Today.





“I was fascinated by the idea of creating a car 
which was ‘small yet sophisticated’ and ‘compact 
yet high-performance’ – i.e. tearing down tradi-
tional automotive thinking and providing an 
entirely new sense of value. The car I wanted to 
build was one that makes such a strong impression 
on its owner, that through it they discover new 
pleasures, changing their lifestyle as a result.”
Hiroki Nakajima, Chief Engineer of the iQ.



Meet the incredible new Toyota iQ: The 
world’s smallest four-seat car that effort-
lessly reduces urban congestion, rising 
fuel costs and parking problems. 
Less than three metres long, but flexible 
enough to comfortably accommodate 
three adults and one child – or extra 
luggage if you prefer, - the iQ is the 
ultimate city car. Its breakthrough design 
tears down traditional thinking, providing 
a totally new form of inner-city mobility. 

The agile new iQ transforms the urban 
landscape through dynamic design, 
advanced engineering, perfect form and 
revolutionary environmental credentials.
The smallest four-seater on the planet 

today, the iQ reduces emissions to as low 
as 99g CO2 / km and fuel consumption to 
4.3 litres per 100 km, when powered by 
the most efficient engine option. 

Designed in Europe, but drawing heavily 
on Toyota’s Japanese heritage, the iQ is 
both innovative and elegant, yet practical 
and comfortable. It delivers a clean, 
green celebration of engineering break-
throughs, meaning it never compromises 
on safety, driving pleasure and high-end 
sophistication.



There’s nothing like being awarded 
the freedom of the city. Now you can 
experience this unique feeling when 
driving Toyota’s sophisticated new iQ, 
that can transform gridlocked streets into 
an exciting urban playground. Beautiful 
and highly intelligent, this loveable car 
will make you want to explore places you 
never knew existed and rediscover the fun 
of driving in the city. 

Designed to put a smile on your face and 
turn heads, the iQ is the perfect partner 
for those who live for today, but also care 
about tomorrow. Sophisticated enough 
for business meetings or dining out, but 
tough enough for life in the city, the iQ can 
cruise at up to 170 km/h on motorways 
when you fancy a weekend out of town.

Freedom 
of the city



Conscience

The iQ’s lean body, slippery aerodynamic 
design, and frugal petrol and diesel 
powertrains put environmental awareness 
and low fuel costs in the driving seat, not 
conspicuous consumption. Incredibly,  

CO2 emissions start as low as 99g/km, 
when iQ is equipped with Toyota’s 1.0-litre 
petrol engine that won the “2008 Engine 
of the Year Award”. 

Flexibility

Toyota’s mould-breaking iQ engineering 
innovations and miniaturisation 
technology ensure advanced four- 
passenger comfort in a vehicle less than 
three metres long. Need extra storage 
space? Just pull down a rear seat to 
increase room and adapt iQ to meet your 
mobility needs. 

Toyota’s iQ challenges the very thinking of 
how flexible a sophisticated compact car 
can be. For more legroom, Toyota cleverly 
did away with the conventional glove 
box (owners who miss it can even order a 
fabric glove box to hang in its place) and 
for storing valuables there is an ingenious 
“secret tray” located under the rear seat. 

Keys 
to the city



Personality

The new iQ blows away traditional 
concepts of city car design. Every line 
was drawn to magnify a vibrant sense of 
confidence and embrace the joy of urban 
individuality. Following in the footsteps 
of Japanese design icons like the Nikon 
F3, Sony Walkman, Bullet Train or Toyota 
Prius, the iQ is inspired by clean and 
purposeful forms.

Inside and out, the car embodies Toyota’s 
“Vibrant Clarity” design philosophy, 
combining seemingly diverse elements 
into a harmonious whole. The result is 
design innovation, that remains deeply 
human at heart. 

Agility

Thanks to the clever positioning of the 
front wheels and engine, meaning the 
wheels can turn to a greater angle, the 
iQ can outperform all other four-seaters 
when it comes to urban agility. With a 
turning radius of just 3.9 metres and 
a 2.985 metre overall length, parking 
becomes a pleasure and not a chore. 

Moreover, at high speeds on motorways or 
winding roads the iQ provides outstanding 
stability thanks to its advanced aerody-
namics, low centre-of-gravity and newly 
developed suspension. 



Navigation

Getting to an after-work event or 
navigating through an unfamiliar city 
could not be easier. The iQ’s intelligent 
GPS navigation system even anticipates 
traffic jams and road works in advance and 
instantly sources alternative routes 

leaving you free to enjoy the city. This 
intelligent approach also helps to reduce 
emissions and fuel costs. Ergonomically 
placed on the centre console, the optional 
navigation system will also search 
addresses, or even your favourite Italian 
restaurant. The advantages are clear! 

Safety

Beneath the iQ’s stunning good looks, 
Toyota has taken small car safety to a 
totally new dimension. There are nine 
airbags fitted as standard in the iQ 
to protect occupants in the event of 
front, side or rear collisions and the car 
also includes a world-first rear window 
curtain shield airbag behind the backseat 
passengers’ headrests. This will inflate 
automatically when required in a rear end 
collision. 

For maximum driving pleasure and safety, 
the iQ comes equipped with state-of-
the-art brake and traction technology, 
normally only fitted to much larger 
cars: ABS and Electronic Brake-Force 
Distribution (EBD) work together to 
keep you safe when braking hard. Vehicle 
Stability Control (VSC) and Traction 
Control (TRC) support your natural 
driving skills when cornering hard, braking 
and steering to avoid obstacles, or driving 
in slippery conditions. 

With this comprehensive 360-degree 
safety protection approach, the Toyota 
iQ aims at fulfilling the Euro NCAP 5-star 
rating – the highest safety grade issued 
by the independent European New Car 
Assessment Programme. 



The big (small) picture

“One of the biggest challenges in automotive 
engineering is how to improve the efficiency 
of the front-engine front-wheel drive vehicle 
package. The iQ was an opportunity to drastically 
address this issue.” 
Hiroki Nakajima, Chief Engineer of the iQ.



The design challenge of the iQ was 
incredible. Toyota’s iQ team wanted to 
completely rethink the traditional urban 
car architecture and shrink its compo-
nents to become the world’s smallest 
four-seat vehicle without compromising 
on style, driving fun or safety. Every 
aspect of past compact car engineering 
was torn to pieces and repackaged in the 
drive to create this marvel of innovation.

The miniaturisation technology developed 
for micro laptops, miniscule MP3 players 
and multi-functional mobiles may be 
cutting edge for many, but now Toyota’s 
new iQ has managed to excite a micro-
inspired world.

Through a range of groundbreaking 
innovations, Toyota’s Chief Engineer 
Hiroki Nakajima and his team have 
succeeded in opening a new chapter in 
the history of automotive design. Hiroki 
Nakajima believes that the ‘iQ packaging 
revolution’ will play a key role in Toyota’s 
future compact car strategies and provide 
the platform for a completely new gener-
ation of cars. Thinking small will be big 
news in the future.



As the car’s architecture became more 
compact outside, it still remained 
sophisticated inside, as the list of 
innovations grew. 

The engine bay layout was totally 
rethought, with the steering, gearing 
and front wheels all being relocated for 
more space. For extra room in the cabin, 
the fuel tank was even placed under the 
floor of the car, rather than below the 
rear seat, as is the case in conventional 
cars. Larger alloy wheels, that enhance 
performance, were then placed at the 

extreme corners of the car to provide 
extra space and give the iQ a tough 
dynamic stance.

Throughout, this engineering “space 
race” was inspired by creativity and 
comfort. The dashboard, for example, 
is particularly striking. Its sweeping 
‘manta ray’ design encompasses the 
diverse elements of the instrument 
panel and frames them into a harmo-
nious and artistic ‘techno-organic’ 
centre cluster.

So, how do you fit four people into a car 
that is ‘just’ 2.985 metres in length? 
Answer: With a lot of innovation…

Toyota reinvented the interior comfort 
zone by introducing ultra slim yet 
comfortable seating to allow plenty of 
passenger space; shrank the traditional 
air-conditioning unit by 20% compared 
to other vehicles, and this without loss
of power, and also created a flowing 

asymmetrical dashboard by removing 
the front glove box to give greater front 
passenger seat flexibility. 

The iQ is a groundbreaking example of 
miniaturisation which retains a sophis-
ticated look and feel. Every aspect 
has been crafted and repackaged to 
maximise interior space. 

The space race



Chief Engineer Nakajima says its creation 
was inspired by origami techniques and 
like the artistically folded paper, the 
dashboard allows different colours to be 
enjoyed from either inside or outside the 
car. A deep clear varnish coating artisti-
cally accentuates the central cluster and 
provides a futuristic look.

iQ’s ‘techno-organic’ feel is echoed in 
the smart upholstery of the seats where 
mathematically inspired patterns merge 
effortlessly with organic broken lines. 

The deep shine of the fabric is lavish and 
the integrated leather of the seats is 
undeniably sophisticated.

The result is stunning: the iQ is big on the 
inside, compact on the outside and there 
has been no compromise on comfort or 
convenience.
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The epitome of Japanese harmony
 “Japan is a place where people and land speak of a multitude of 
contradictions, or ‘harmonious paradoxes’, one might say. Three 
of these are ‘cutting-edge technology with human sensitivity’, 
‘sky-scrapers meet the four seasons’, and ‘originality through 
tradition’.” 
Hiroki Nakajima, Chief Engineer of the iQ.



The iQ is a perfect example of Toyota’s 
creativity and a celebration of the 
company’s Japanese heritage embracing 
ultra modern thinking and authentic 
creativity, while infusing stylish vibrancy 
into clear functional form.

At Toyota, true design innovation brings 
together seemingly impossible elements 
to create a fresh, globally appealing 
perspective – which Toyota calls J-factor: 
harmonizing conflicting elements.

This J-factor is embedded in the DNA 
of the iQ. It represents the ultimate in 
technology and design innovation, but 
achieves a level of stylish attraction that is 
deeply emotional and irresistibly human.

This is a design that appeals to both the 
head and the heart with a daring confi-
dence that belies its small size both inside 
and out.

iQ was styled using Toyota’s “Vibrant 
Clarity” design language, where edgy 
colours and energetic lines enhance 
a robust exterior shell, and freeform 
geometrics create a unique manta ray 
fish-styled flowing centre console.

The iQ represents a whole new level of 
expression that distils disparate elements 
into a harmonious whole as well as a 
new level of sophisticated thinking that 
surpasses any expectations of a city car. 

The iQ has a simple purpose: to unlock the 
city and achieve complete urban freedom. 
To achieve such a revolutionary ambition 
requires astonishing levels of innovation. 
Visionary thinking is what drives the iQ.



J-factor = 
The Japanese soul of the iQ 

“My theory was that to create a new effect you 
do not necessarily have to change the materials 
themselves, but can simply take existing materials 
and present them in a different way.”
Hiroki Nakajima, Chief Engineer of the iQ.



The iQ makes the ultimate contradiction 
a reality, with a four-seater car that is less 
than three metres long.

Toyota’s J-Factor design philosophy is 
embedded in the iQ through a multitude 
of technological innovations that never 
compromise on the human side.

The iQ was born out of an engineering 
collaboration between Toyota Europe and 
the company’s headquarters in Japan. 
This partnership has infused the iQ with a 
unique cultural design identity. Its style, 
small size and sophisticated edge match 
the needs of people with a “postmodern” 
attitude – people who demonstrate 
independence in their choice of lifestyle 
and values.



The iQ’s interior design was based on the 
concept of combining two elements which 
are generally perceived as contradictory: 
mathematical precision and organic 
beauty – “techno-organic”. For example, 
reflecting this revolutionary approach 
to interior packaging, a centre cluster 
inspired by a manta ray fish is placed 
within the straight vertical and horizontal 
lines of the instrument panel. The result 
feels like an organic work of art, rather 
like an altar taking centre stage within the 
four walls of an art gallery.

Another interior design feature unique 
to the iQ is the upholstery of the seats. 
The seatback and cushion have different 
patterns, with the cushion reflecting the 
‘techno-organic’ theme – they have a 
round, mathematical pattern overlapping 
with a pattern of broken lines. 

The soft flowing lines of the iQ are 
emotionally appealing but enhance 
uncompromising structural functionality 
and safety.

Ultimately this is a vehicle that offers a 
promise that exceeds the expectations of 
a small car.



Another Toyota milestone 
towards sustainable 
mobility

“With the public becoming more aware of the 
environment, there is no doubt that vehicle 
downsizing will advance in leaps and bounds. 
To make this possible, however, design freedom 
must increase. However, new designs do not come 
alone, but hand-in-hand with technical revolu-
tions, just as we see in the iQ.”
Hiroki Nakajima, Chief Engineer of the iQ.



For Toyota, minimising the environ-
mental impact of its cars has been a top 
priority for many years. This is part of the 
company’s vision of sustainable devel-
opment and a cornerstone of future global 
economic thinking. Therefore building 
completely recyclable cars is Toyota’s 
foremost challenge for the years to come.

The iQ is a milestone in reaching that 
objective. Indeed, iQ is also one of the 
first of a whole range of Toyota models to 
be launched using the “Toyota Optimal 
Drive” philosophy. This new approach 
has been taken to solve the paradox of 

delivering exciting power, but combined 
with low emissions and fuel consumption. 

Toyota’s iQ sets new benchmarks for 
urban driving which is practical, fun 
and green. The iQ is capable of covering 
100km on just 4.3 litres of petrol while its 
CO2 emissions start at an amazingly low 
99g/km. Thanks to engineering origi-
nality, the iQ again underlines Toyota’s 
commitment to sustainable mobility, zero 
emissions and zero waste by creating 
intelligent products through innovative 
technologies. 



360° protection 
for the urban 
jungle

The 360° safety protection philosophy 
used on the new iQ was engineered 
to meet the Euro NCAP 5-star rating 
– the highest safety grade issued by 
the independent European New Car 
Assessment Programme. 

iQ’s sophisticated energy-absorbing 
shell, advanced traction and stability 
control and braking features provide a 
level of external safety that allows the 
confident negotiation of unpredictable 
urban challenges caused by other 
road users or pedestrians, while inside 
drivers, passengers and their children 
are protected by 9 strategically placed 
airbags and a toughened passenger 
compartment.

Small, 
yet big 
on safety

Toyota has always understood that road 
safety extends well beyond the creation 
of ultra safe cars such as the iQ and their 
engineers have always been committed 
to programmes that create a safer 
traffic environment, improved driving 
practices and increased safety-conscious 
behaviour on the road. 

The iQ was the realization of a dream to 
create miniaturisation with compromising 
safety, but Toyota’s ambitions extend 
beyond car innovation. The company 
is committed to find ways to prevent 
accidents before they happen. For 
example by fitting advanced braking and 
traction technology that lets the driver 
keep out of trouble in the first place. 
 



Seasonal delights, New York and pasta – 
just a few of Hiroki Nakajima’s 
favourite things

What is your favourite thing about living 
in Japan?
Being able to enjoy the changing seasons 
and the various charms of different 
regions. And, of course, the Japanese 
people’s ability to fully appreciate these 
things.

What is your favourite city in the world?
In Japan, Osaka, this is where I was born 
and brought up and I am very fond of the 
kind-hearted Osakans. Osaka is a trading 
city and is referred to as ‘Japan’s kitchen’ 
for its wonderful food. Abroad, I know it’s 
a bit unoriginal, but I love New York. I spent 
a lot of time in this city as a student and 
am naturally drawn to its dynamic pace. It 
is somewhere I feel very at ease and I have 
been many times both on business and for 
pleasure.

What is your favourite book?
Novels by Yasutaka Tsutsu. I also find 
magazines on science and architecture 
fascinating, no matter where they are 
from or what the subject is.

What is your favourite (Japanese) food?
Pretty much any of my wife’s homemade 
food… and pasta. I eat this once a week 
without fail.

What is the one thing you would want the 
world to know about Japan?
How popular culture is rooted in the 
four seasons, how the way of life is so in 
harmony with the splendour of nature. 
Japan is a country that treasures these 
things.

What is your favourite place to relax 
after work?
In the bath! Or in the library. 

Please note: CO2 emissions and fuel consumption values are preliminary and may differ in your country. 





Today
Tomorrow
Toyota




