TOYOTA GAZOO RACING ON TOP IN BAHRAIN
Thursday 16 November 2017
TOYOTA GAZOO Racing enjoyed a positive opening day of practice for the Bapco 6 Hours
of Bahrain as it attempts to finish the 2017 FIA World Endurance Championship (WEC)
season with a third consecutive victory.
Following wins in the last two races at Fuji and Shanghai, the team is targeting a fifth
victory from nine races this season and began strongly at Bahrain International Circuit.
Sébastien Buemi, Anthony Davidson and Kazuki Nakajima in the #8 TS050 HYBRID set
the fastest lap of the day, just 0.001secs slower than the best TOYOTA lap time ever with
an LMP1 car in Bahrain
The #7 car of Mike Conway, Kamui Kobayashi and José María López also showed strong
performance, finishing the day second quickest
The 6 Hours of Bahrain is not only the final race of the 2017 season; it is the last time for
the foreseeable future that TOYOTA will compete against Porsche in LMP1.
Therefore, TOYOTA GAZOO Racing targets a winning end to the four-year competition
between the two manufacturers in the 50th WEC race since the series was re-launched in
2012. That meant everyone in the team was fully focused on fine-tuning the TS050
HYBRIDs when practice began today.
To boost its chances, the team has introduced detailed aerodynamic improvements to the
cars and it evaluated these during the two 90-minute practice sessions, the first of which
took place in afternoon sunshine.
Also on the agenda were set-up development and tyre comparisons, with knowledge of
tyre degradation and performance a key issue because a set of Michelins must last for
two stints in the race.
That programme was compressed into a shorter time when a GT car spread oil over the
circuit early in first practice, reducing the running time by 15 minutes, but the TS050
HYBRIDS nevertheless completed 71 laps between them.
Saturday’s race begins in daytime but will finish at 10pm, so in preparation today’s
second practice took place in darkness, with air temperatures dropping from 29°C in the
afternoon to 23°C at the end of the night’s action.
A trouble-free 90 minutes took place without interruption, allowing the team to
successfully complete its full programme and be ready to fight for pole position and
victory.
TS050 HYBRID #7 (Mike Conway, Kamui Kobayashi, José María López)
Free practice 1: 1st (1min 42.313secs), 37 laps
Free practice 2: 2nd (1min 40.693secs), 43 laps
Mike Conway (TS050 HYBRID #7): “That was a decent day for the team as we were
fastest in both sessions. Our car needs to improve still in some areas and we are still
deciding on tyres and set-up. We improved the car from the first session and I think we
can improve again tomorrow so we can hopefully fight again for pole.”
Kamui Kobayashi (TS050 HYBRID #7): “Overall the car felt okay today so I am
quite happy. As usual early in the week, we need to work more on the set-up to improve

balance but I am pleased with our general performance. The lap times were quite
encouraging so we will keep pushing on Friday and Saturday.”
José María López (TS050 HYBRID #7): “It was pretty good today. We look
competitive but it’s very close so it’s going to be hard as always. For me, as with every
race this year, I am trying to get on the pace quickly in my first time with an LMP1 car at
this track. I was happy with my stints and I improved each time.”
TS050 HYBRID #8 (Sébastien Buemi, Anthony Davidson, Kazuki Nakajima)
Free practice 1: 2nd (1min 42.512secs), 34 laps
Free practice 2: 1st (1min 40.095secs), 44 laps
Sébastien Buemi (TS050 HYBRID #8): “It was a very good day for us; one of the
best practice days we have had this year. We looked quick on short and long runs but
there is a long way to go. We will analyse everything and try to get better. Our general
pace seemed similar to Shanghai so I hope we can again fight for pole and the win.”
Anthony Davidson (TS050 HYBRID #8): “I have always enjoyed this track and it’s
nice to be fastest; our car always seems to suit this circuit. We did a lot of work,
particularly with tyres in second practice and that is very important here. There is a lot of
data to study to get the tyre choice right and I think we made good progress.”
Kazuki Nakajima (TS050 HYBRID #8): “That was a good, productive day for our car
and I am happy with the car balance. Porsche is still pretty close so we need to do
everything right to come out on top in qualifying and, more importantly, the race. We can
improve in some areas but it’s a strong start.”
Free practice 1 results:
1st
#7 TOYOTA GAZOO Racing
1min 42.313secs
2nd
#8 TOYOTA GAZOO Racing
+0.199secs
3rd
#1 Porsche (Jani/Lotterer/Tandy)
+0.334secs
4th
#2 Porsche (Bernhard/Bamber/Hartley)
+0.500secs
5th
#13 Rebellion (Beche/Heinemeier-Hansson/Piquet) +6.394secs
6th
#26 G-Drive (Rusinov/Roussel/Müller)
+6.416secs

37 laps
34 laps
22 laps
31 laps
30 laps
23 laps

Free practice 2 results:
1st
#8 TOYOTA GAZOO Racing
1min 40.095secs
2nd
#7 TOYOTA GAZOO Racing
+0.598secs
3rd
#2 Porsche (Bernhard/Bamber/Hartley)
+0.678secs
4th
#1 Porsche (Jani/Lotterer/Tandy)
+0.760secs
5th
#31 Rebellion (Canal/Prost/Senna)
+7.569secs
6th
#13 Rebellion (Beche/Heinemeier-Hansson/Piquet)+8.143secs

44 laps
43 laps
41 laps
43 laps
38 laps
37 laps

A German translation of this press release is available on www.RacingByTMG.com. Highresolution copyright-free photos are available for editorial use at www.toyota-motorsportphotos.com.
About TOYOTA GAZOO Racing in the World Endurance Championship:
TOYOTA first competed in the World Endurance Championship (WEC) in 1983, marking
the start of a long period of participation in endurance racing. Since 1985, TOYOTA cars
have raced in 19 Le Mans 24 Hours races, achieving a best result of second place on
five occasions. TOYOTA entered the revived WEC in 2012, combining the expertise from
TOYOTA Higashi-Fuji Technical Centre, where the hybrid powertrain is developed, with
TOYOTA Motorsport GmbH’s support and facilities for chassis development. The multinational team includes engineers from TOYOTA’s motorsport and hybrid department,
who deliver technology and know-how back into road car development. Since 2012,
TOYOTA has earned 14 pole positions and won 15 races, finishing on the podium a total

of 40 times. In 2014, the team won the drivers’ and manufacturers’ World
Championships with the TS040 HYBRID while a year later TOYOTA celebrated 30 years
since its first Le Mans entry.
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